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Mapbox,	©	OpenStreetMapMud	Lake9	logged	catches©	Mapbox,	©	OpenStreetMapSide	Lake11	logged	catches©	Mapbox,	©	OpenStreetMapPike	Lake39	logged	catches	MINNESOTA	FISHING	REGULATIONS	BUY	A	MINNESOTA	FISHING	LICENSE	Beaver	is	located	in	Ramsey	County,	Minnesota.	This	lake	is	86	acres	in	size.	It	is	approximately	11
feet	deep	at	its	deepest	point.	When	fishing,	anglers	can	expect	to	catch	a	variety	of	fish	including	Black	Bullhead,	Bluegill,	Brown	Bullhead,	Channel	Catfish,	Green	Sunfish,	Largemouth	Bass,	Northern	Pike,	Walleye,	Yellow	Perch,	Pumpkinseed	and.	NOTE:	This	list	may	not	be	all	inclusive	of	all	speices	present	in	Beaver.	Share	your	photo	for	a
chance	to	win	a	$25	gift	card	from	KwikTrip!	HISTORY	AND	STATUS	OF	FISHERY	Beaver	Lake	is	a	65-acre,	class	40	FiN	lake	that	borders	the	cities	of	St.	Paul	and	Maplewood.	Managed	by	Ramsey	County,	Beaver	Lake	County	Park	provides	grills,	playground,	walking	path,	picnic	shelter	and	tables,	ample	shorefishing,	and	a	fishing	pier.	The	sport
fish	community	consists	of	Black	Crappie,	Bluegill	Sunfish,	Channel	Catfish,	Hybrid	Sunfish,	Northern	Pike,	Pumpkinseed	Sunfish,	and	Yellow	Perch.	Fingerling	and	yearling	Channel	Catfish	have	been	stocked	every	year	from	1997	to	2009	(total	number	=	28,026	catfish)	from	2012	-2014	another	6400	yearlings	and	in	2014	100	adults	were	stocked.
Beaver	Lake	recently	experience	back	to	back	winter	kill	events	(2013	and	2014)	with	a	severe	event	occurring	in	the	winter	2013.	The	large	predator	community	is	still	trying	to	recover	from	these	2	events.	Northern	Pike	and	Channel	Catfish	provide	anglers	at	Beaver	Lake	an	opportunity	to	catch	larger	gamefish.	Northern	Pike	gill	net	catches
stayed	consistent	the	last	3	fish	surveys	(2000,	2005,	and	2010)	ranging	from	5	to	6	pike/gill	net	but	declined	in	2015	to	1.5/gill	net.	Gill	netted	pike	averaged	21.6	inches	and	2.24	lb.	Beaver	Lake	has	a	history	of	providing	a	quality	Largemouth	Bass	fishery	however	none	were	observed	in	any	of	the	sampling	gears	during	this	survey.	It	is	anticipated
that	Largemouth	Bass	adults	will	be	stocked	in	2016	to	reestablish	the	Largemouth	Bass	community	in	Beaver	Lake.	Channel	Catfish	have	been	a	primary	management	species	since	1997.	Two	(2014	yearling	stocking)	channel	catfish	averaging	14.48	inches	were	sampled	using	gill	nets.	Anecdotal	angler	information	has	revealed	anglers	were
catching	adult	Channel	Catfish	prior	to	the	winter	of	2013,	however	many	large	dead	catfish	were	observed	after	the	recent	winter	kill	events	(2013-2014)	and	it	appears	that	the	large	catfish	are	gone	from	the	system	at	this	time.	Panfish	numbers	varied	during	2015	fish	survey.	Bluegill	numbers	(9.63/trap	net)	were	down	from	2010	survey	(30.2/trap
net).	Of	the	Bluegills	(n=80)	sampled	using	trap	and	gill	nets,	none	were	above	6.0	inches.	Black	Crappie	numbers	are	modest	(4.5/gill	net,	2.25/trap	net).	Approximately	75%	of	the	crappies	sampled	were	7.0	inches	or	longer,	with	one	fish	exceeding	10.0	inches.	Yellow	Perch	numbers	(25.5/gill	net)	are	high	and	are	an	improvement	from	the	2005	gill
net	catch	of	1.5/gill	net.	Yellow	Perch	relative	abundance	ranged	from	1	to	186	perch/gillnet	in	the	5	fish	surveys	prior	to	2010	(1980,	1990,	1995,	2000,	2005,	2010).	The	reestablishment	of	a	decent	Yellow	Perch	forage	base	should	bode	well	for	the	predator	populations	of	Beaver	Lake.	Other	fish	seen	during	this	survey	in	low	abundance	were	3
Green	Sunfish,	8	Pumpkinseed	Sunfish,	1	Golden	Shiner	and	9	Black	Bullheads.	Recreational	activities	such	as	recreational	boating,	angling,	waterfowl	hunting,	and	diving	may	spread	aquatic	invasive	species.	Some	aquatic	invasive	species	can	attach	to	boats,	while	others	can	become	tangled	on	propellers,	anchor	lines,	or	boat	trailers.	Many	species
can	survive	in	bilge	water,	ballast	tanks,	and	motors	or	may	hide	in	dirt	or	sand	that	clings	to	nets,	buckets,	anchors,	and	waders.	Fortunately,	completing	simple	steps	can	prevent	the	transport	of	aquatic	invasive	species.	LEARN	MORE	NOTICE:	Lake-Link	Inc	assumes	no	responsibility	or	liability	for	any	errors	or	omissions	of	the	information	for
Beaver.	Although	we	strive	to	provide	the	most	accurate	information	as	we	can	the	information	contained	in	this	page	is	provided	on	an	"as	is"	basis	with	no	guarantees	of	completeness,	accuracy,	usefulness	or	timeliness.	MINNESOTA	FISHING	REGULATIONS	BUY	A	MINNESOTA	FISHING	LICENSE	Beaver	is	located	in	Steele	County,	Minnesota.
This	lake	is	98	acres	in	size.	It	is	approximately	27	feet	deep	at	its	deepest	point.	When	fishing,	anglers	can	expect	to	catch	a	variety	of	fish	including	Bluegill,	Channel	Catfish,	Largemouth	Bass,	Northern	Pike,	Walleye,	White	Crappie,	Yellow	Bullhead,	Yellow	Perch,	Pumpkinseed,.	NOTE:	This	list	may	not	be	all	inclusive	of	all	speices	present	in
Beaver.	Share	your	photo	for	a	chance	to	win	a	$25	gift	card	from	KwikTrip!	HISTORY	AND	STATUS	OF	FISHERY	Beaver	Lake	is	a	94-acre	lake	located	in	Steele	County	near	the	Town	of	Ellendale.	Residential	development	has	disturbed	and	altered	much	of	Beaver	Lake's	shoreline,	as	the	density	of	houses	around	the	lake	is	high.	In	areas	with
residential	development,	lawns	are	typically	maintained	to	the	shores	edge.	Despite	extensive	shoreline	modifications,	Beaver	Lake	maintains	above	average	water	quality	for	this	area	of	Minnesota.	Beaver	Lake	is	rare	in	that	it	supports	a	diverse	and	abundant	aquatic	vegetation	community	which	provides	valuable	cover	and	spawning	habitat	for
several	fish	species.	A	county	owned	boat	access	is	located	on	the	east	side	of	the	lake.	Beaver	Lakes	sport	fish	community	consists	of	black	crappie,	bluegill,	walleye,	largemouth	bass,	white	crappie	and	yellow	perch.	The	walleye	population	is	maintained	through	stocking,	as	walleye	frylings	are	stocked	annually	at	a	rate	of	21,000/year.	A	lake
population	assessment	was	conducted	the	week	of	7-9-2012	to	monitor	the	fish	community	of	Beaver	Lake	using	2	gill	nets	and	8	trap	nets.	Water	quality	indicators	were	collected	on	7-9-2012.	Beaver	Lake	water	was	relatively	clear	for	this	area	and	this	time	of	year	with	a	secchi	depth	reading	of	5.0	ft.	The	lake	is	situated	in	a	watershed	with
abundant	agricultural	fields;	therefore	it	tends	to	be	highly	productive.	The	water	appeared	green	and	was	likely	a	result	of	an	algae	bloom.	A	temperature	and	dissolved	oxygen	profile	was	taken.	Dissolved	oxygen	ranged	from	8.4	ppm	at	the	water's	surface	to	0.0	ppm	at	20.0	ft.	Thermal	stratification	of	the	water	column	occurred	between	13	and	14
ft	of	depth	as	evidenced	by	a	drop	in	temperature	from	77.5	to	75.0	degrees	Fahrenheit.	Bluegills	and	black	crappies	are	the	primary	management	species	at	Beaver	Lake.	Black	crappie	catch	rates	have	steadily	declined	over	the	last	two	decades	from	19.7,	13.7,	8.3,	and	3.0/	trap	net	in	1997,	2002,	2007,	and	2012,	respectively.	The	observed	catch
rate	of	3.0/trap	net	in	2012	was	about	average	for	similarly	classified	lakes.	Five	year	classes	of	black	crappie	were	sampled	in	Beaver	Lake	(2007	-	2011).	Twenty-eight	percent	of	black	crappies	were	from	the	2009	year	class	(age-3),	39%	were	from	the	2008	year	class	(age-4),	and	22%	were	from	the	2007	year	class	(age-5).	Black	crappies	tended	to
be	small	as	lengths	ranged	from	3.2	to	10.2	inches	and	averaged	7.2	inches.	Black	crappie	growth	rates	were	average	when	compared	to	other	lakes	in	the	area.	Age-1,	age-2,	age-3,	age-4,	and	age-5	black	crappies	averaged	3.2,	6.0,	6.8,	7.5,	and	9.1	inches	in	length,	respectively.	Bluegill	catch	rates	in	Beaver	Lake	have	historically	been	very	high;
greatly	exceeding	what	would	be	expected	in	similar	lakes.	Since	1997,	catch	rates	of	bluegills	in	trap	nets	have	been	at	or	above	84.1/	trap	net.	High	catch	rates	continued	in	2012,	as	bluegills	were	captured	at	a	rate	of	94.5/	trap	net,	which	is	high	when	compared	to	similar	lakes.	The	bluegill	population	is	relatively	young	as	age-2	(2010	year	class)
and	age-3	(2011	year	class)	bluegills	made	up	nearly	two-thirds	of	the	of	the	catch.	Age-4,	age-5,	and	age-6	bluegills	comprised	11%,	14%,	and	10%	of	the	catch.	The	oldest	bluegills	captured	were	estimated	to	be	age-7	(2005	year	class).	Age-0	and	age-1	bluegills	were	not	sampled,	likely	because	they	were	too	small	to	be	sampled	by	the	gears	used.
Although	the	bluegill	population	is	young,	the	size	structure	was	fair	as	44%	of	the	bluegills	captured	were	over	6.0	inches	long.	Bluegills	ranged	in	length	from	3.0	to	8.4	inches	and	averaged	5.8	inches.	Growth	of	bluegills	in	Beaver	Lake	appears	to	be	average,	when	compared	to	other	area	lakes.	Bluegills	averaged	4.1	inches	at	age-2,	5.0	inches	at
age-3,	6.5	inches	at	age-4,	7.1	inches	at	age-5,	8.0	inches	at	age-6,	and	8.3	inches	at	age-7.	Secondary	management	species	in	Beaver	Lake	include	walleye	and	largemouth	bass.	Largemouth	bass	are	not	effectively	sampled	using	gill	nets	and	trap	nets,	so	the	numbers	given	do	not	accurately	represent	the	largemouth	bass	population.	Four
largemouth	bass	were	captured	in	gill	nets	and	trap	nets,	ranging	from	5.4	to	16.7	inches	in	length,	and	represented	3	year	classes	(2007,	2008,	and	2011;	age-5,	age-4,	and	age-1).	Walleye	management	in	Beaver	Lake	is	primarily	accomplished	through	annual	fryling	stocking	at	a	rate	of	21,000/year.	Walleye	frylings	are	around	1	to	1.5	inches	in
length	as	opposed	to	walleye	fry	which	are	around	0.25	inches	long.	In	the	2012	population	assessment,	walleyes	were	captured	at	a	rate	of	7.5/	gill	net,	which	is	higher	than	lakes	similar	to	Beaver.	The	2012	catch	rate	of	7.5/	gill	net	was	down	from	12.0/	gill	net	in	the	2007	survey.	Annual	fryling	stocking	appears	to	be	successful,	as	7	year	classes
were	sampled	(2005	-	2011).	Walleye	ages	ranged	from	1	to	7	years	old	with	age-6	walleyes	(2006	year	class)	representing	one-third	of	the	walleyes	sampled.	Walleyes	sampled	ranged	from	8.5	to	24.2	inches	in	length	and	averaged	16.9	inches.	Mean	length	at	age	estimates	indicated	good	growth	of	walleye	in	Beaver	Lake	with	average	lengths	being
8.7	inches	at	age-1,	12.5	inches	at	age-2,	14.2	inches	at	age-3,	16.5	inches	at	age-4,	18.1	inches	at	age-5,	19.4	inches	at	age-6,	and	21.8	inches	at	age-7.	One	16.5	inch	channel	catfish	was	captured	during	the	population	assessment.	This	is	the	first	time	that	a	channel	catfish	has	been	captured	in	a	Beaver	Lake	assessment.	Common	carp	catch	rates
have	historically	been	low	and	the	trend	continued	in	2012	as	no	common	carp	were	captured.	One	age-4	northern	pike	was	sampled,	which	is	consistent	with	past	surveys.	Nine	white	crappies	ranging	in	length	from	7.5	to	9.2	inches	were	captured.	This	is	the	first	time	that	white	crappies	have	been	sampled	in	an	assessment.	Black	and	white
crappies	can	be	distinguished	based	on	the	number	of	spines	on	their	dorsal	fin	(back).	Black	crappies	will	have	7-8	dorsal	spines,	and	white	crappies	will	have	5-6	dorsal	spines.	Hybrid	sunfish,	white	sucker,	yellow	bullhead,	yellow	perch,	and	pumpkinseed	were	present	but	occurred	in	low	numbers.	Anglers	can	help	maintain	or	improve	the	quality	of
fishing	by	practicing	selective	harvest.	Selective	harvest	allows	for	the	harvest	of	smaller	fish	for	table	fare,	but	encourages	release	of	medium-	to	large-sized	fish.	Releasing	these	fish	can	help	maintain	balance	in	the	fish	community	in	Beaver	Lake	and	provide	anglers	the	opportunity	to	catch	more	and	larger	fish	in	the	future.	Shoreline	areas	on	the
land	and	into	the	shallow	water	provide	essential	habitat	for	fish	and	wildlife	that	live	in	or	near	Minnesota's	lakes.	Overdeveloped	shorelines	cannot	support	the	fish,	wildlife,	and	clean	water	that	are	associated	with	natural	undeveloped	lakes.	Shoreline	habitat	consists	of	aquatic	plants,	woody	plants,	and	natural	lake	bottom	soils.	Plants	in	the	water
and	at	the	water's	edge	provide	habitat,	prevent	erosion,	and	absorb	excess	nutrients.	Shrubs,	trees,	and	woody	debris	such	as	fallen	trees	or	limbs	provide	good	habitat	both	above	and	below	the	water	and	should	be	left	in	place.	By	leaving	a	buffer	strip	of	natural	vegetation	along	the	shoreline,	property	owners	can	reduce	erosion,	help	maintain
water	quality,	and	provide	habitat	and	travel	corridors	for	wildlife.	NOTICE:	Lake-Link	Inc	assumes	no	responsibility	or	liability	for	any	errors	or	omissions	of	the	information	for	Beaver.	Although	we	strive	to	provide	the	most	accurate	information	as	we	can	the	information	contained	in	this	page	is	provided	on	an	"as	is"	basis	with	no	guarantees	of
completeness,	accuracy,	usefulness	or	timeliness.
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